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SUBJECT: DAVAO DETENTION CASES 

REF: MANILA 3258 

1 . DURING RECENT (MAY 9) VISIT TO DAVAO, POLCOUNS DISCUSSED 

WITH LOCAL MARYKNOLL DETENTION CASES WHICH RESULTED IN FEBRUARY 
PRE-TRIAL HEARING REPORTED REFTEL. ALL DETAINEES PICKED UP 
IN MASS ROUNDUP OF CHURCH LAY LEADERS LAST NOVEMBER IN DAVAO 
AREA HAVE BEEN RELEASED, EXCEPT FATHER NABAYRA, WHO IS STILL 
AT CRAME. EFFORTS BY HIS BISHOP, AMCIT JOSEPH REGAN, TO OBTAIN 
HIS RELEASE HAVE SO FAR PROVED UNSUCCESSFUL. MARYKNOLL SOURCES 
DOUBT FORMER DETAINEES WILL BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL. THEY SEEMED 
RELAXED ON QUESTION OF DEPORTATION OF FOREIGN MISSIONARIES. 

BEGIN FYI - THERE ARE 25 MARYKNOLL PRIESTS WORKING IN DAVAO 
DEL NORTE AND ORIENTAL. ALL ARE AMCITS. END FYI. 

2. MARYKNOLL FATHERS HAVE EXPLORED POSSIBILITY OF REOPENING 
THEIR RADIO STATION IN TAGUM, BUT GOP AUTHORITIES SAY THEY WANT 
ENTIRE STAFF OF STATION CHANGED. MARYKNOLLERS CONSIDER THIS 
UNACCEPTABLE AND STATION WILL STAY CLOSED. 

3. MARYKNOLL FATHER IN MANILA (JOHN DOWLING, WHO WILL RETURN 
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TO US AT END OF MAY FOR ABOUT MONTH AND WILL TRY DISCUSS 
SITUATION IN PHILIPPINES WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, CONGRESS- 
IONAL STAFF) TOLD EMBOFF MAY 16 THAT PAN AMIN CONTINUES TO 
HARASS CHURCH LAY LEADERS. HE CLAIMS LILIA JUDILLA (WHOSE 
AFFIDAVITS CLAIMING SUBVERSION AND COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
CHURCH IN DAVAO AREA WERE BASIS OF FEBRUARY HEARING) HAS 
BEEN PROMOTED IN PAN AMIN HIERARCHY. THIS IS PART OF EXPLANA- 
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TION FOR CONTINUED DETENTION OF FATHER NABAYRA. DOWLING SAID 
LAWYER RECENTLY WAS ALLOWED TO SEE NABAYRA. HE WILL TRY TO HAVE 
PRIEST S CASE SEPARATED FROM THAT OF FORMER DAVAO DETAINEES 
SO HE CAN BE PROCESSED AND TRIED SEPARATELY. 

4. COMMENT: AS SUGGESTED REFTEL, THERE WAS ALWAYS POSSIBILITY 
GOP WOULD ELECT NOT TO BRING DAVAO DETAINEES TO ACTUAL TRIAL. 

MARYKNOLLERS NOW BELIEVE THIS REGIME'S MOST PROBABLE COURSE 
OF ACTION. GIVEN MARCOS' PREOCCUPATION WITH MINDANAO AND 
UNWILLINGNESS TO FURTHER ANTAGONIZE THE CHURCH. 
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